
PROGRAMME 2019/20
Men’s Midlands 1 West 

Droitwich
Dudley Kingswinford
Hereford
Kenilworth
Kidderminster
Lichfield
Ludlow
Newbold on Avon
Old Halesonians
Stoke on Trent
Stourbridge Lions
Sutton Coldfield
Whitchurch
Worcester
Women’s Championship 2 Midlands

Bletchley 
Birmingham Moseley 
Buckingham Swans
Bury Foxes 
Kenilworth 
Lichfield Greens 
West Bridgford
Wymondham Wasps
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KENILWORTH RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB LIMITED

CLUB OFFICERS 2019-20

President: Willie Whitesmith
Chairman: Peter Blakeman
Treasurer: Johnny Marsh

Secretary: Pete Hall
Director of Rugby:  Jai Purewal

Head Coach: Dave Ellis
Men’s 1st XV Captain: Bobby Thompson

Men’s 1st XV Manager: Rich Allen
Women’s Coach: Rich Bennett

Women’s 1st XV Captain: Becky Hill

GENERAL BAR HOURS

(during season)
SUNDAY:  Noon to 4.00pm

MONDAY: 6.00pm to 8.00pm (later if Darts or Jazz)
TUESDAY: 6.00pm to 11.00pm

WEDNESDAY: 6.00pm to 11.00pm
THURSDAY: 6.00pm to 11.00pm

FRIDAY: 6.00pm to 11.30pm
SATURDAY: Noon to 11.30pm

Steward: Paul Phillips 07735270245 
email: steward@kenilworthrugby.co.uk

Headquarters & Ground
The Jack Davies Memorial Ground, Glasshouse Lane, Kenilworth, Warwickshire CV8 2AJ

Email: general@kenilworthrugby.co.uk  Tel: 01926 853945  Web site: www.kenilworthrugby.co.uk

We have the experience to help you successfully secure and enhance your financial 
future by offering specialist advice in a wide range of areas including:

INVESTMENT PLANNING  |   RETIREMENT PLANNING
TAX & ESTATE PLANNING

For further information, or to request your complimentary 
guide to wealth management, contact Jan Bloomer on:

The Partner Practice represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the 
Group’s website www.sjp.co.uk/products. The title ‘Partner Practice’ is the marketing term used to describe St. James’s Place representatives.

TEL: 0121 215 0926
WEBSITE: www.andrewwhiting.co.uk

St. James’s Place House, Central Boulevard,
Blythe Valley Business Park, Solihull, B90 8AR
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Welcome to Kenilworth Rugby Football Club

Why not contact your Kenilworth branch soon and let us convert you...

KENILWORTH
5 Warwick Road, Kenilworth, Warwickshire, CV8 1HD
T: 01926 858434  E: kenilworth@carricktravel.com
W: www.carricktravel.com

Bingham, Bourton-on-the-Water, Coventry, Evesham, Grantham, 
Kenilworth, Leamington Spa, Newark, Pershore, Solihull and Stratford-upon-Avon

CAN WE CONVERT YOU TO CARRICK?

LETS TRY...
We are an independent travel agency helping you choose the perfect 
package holiday or arranging unforgettable, worldwide, tailor made 
journeys. We work with an extensive range of tour operators, to ensure 
that you have your dream getaway. Whether you are looking for family 
fun in the sun, an exotic faraway holiday, a cruise or anything in between.

We extend a warm 
welcome to everyone 
associated with our 
visitors today, a more 
fo rma l  we lcome  i s 
included in our match 
insert. 

What a season we 
had in 18/19, the best 
in our 95 year history, 

culminating in our Intermediate Cup win at Twickenham. 
We also won Mids 2ws with a record number of points 
and just failed to win the Warwickshire Shield. Our 
2nd XV and U16’s squads continued the good work by 
winning their respective cups. Our Women maintained 
their position in Level 3 and our Colts (who will have 
the successful U16’s joining them this season) put in 
some very creditable performances against some very 
decent teams. Our M&J’s continued to grow.

This season our men are back at Level 6 in Mids 1 
West and we look forward to renewing acquaintances 
with a lot of clubs we have regularly played with in 
the past, including  our old friends from last season, 
Kidderminster.  A new club on our travels will be 
Stourbridge Lions.

On the coaching front Dave Ellis remains as Head 
Coach and he will (again) be assisted by Will Maisey 
& George Oram. The Women are delighted to have a 
Kenilworth legend as their coach, Rich (RB) Bennett, 
fresh from success at Lichfield. The Colts will be 
managed by Peter Cox with John Brain as Head Coach.

The projected move to a new site still frustrates 
and we are still to conclude the deal on our preferred 
site and our revised opening has been further put back 
a year to August 2022.

Finally, enjoy the game today, and be advised that a 
warm welcome (not to mention good beers and wines) 
awaits you in our very friendly and cozy club bar.

Willie Whitesmith, President
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Kenilworth Rugby Football Club
A brief history

Kenilworth RFC was founded in 1924 and after 
a nomadic existence finally moved to the current 
ground in Glasshouse Lane in 1947. In March 98 the 
club voted to become a limited company, primarily to 
relieve the Trustees of an unnecessary burden but also 
to streamline the running of the club into an effi cient 
professional organization.

The club was always deemed a strong “town” side 
and early fi xtures were against similar “town sides” 
who now reside in the National Leagues. The ‘town’ 
fi xture list was apparently taken to the extreme when 
a fi xture was offered against Cardiff 2nds at the Arms 
Park in return for the hospitality given to them following 
their visit to Kenilworth after a game at Coventry, but 
the fi xture was turned down, ‘we only play town sides! 

In 1993 the club was at level 10, and in decline, 
and a bold decision was taken to appoint Steve Brain, 
the ex England International hooker, to restore the 
club to its former glories.  A mission statement was 
formed “to make Kenilworth RFC the most successful 
Junior Club in Warwickshire by the year 2000.” The 
subsequent success both on and off the fi eld saw 
Kenilworth promoted consistently to fi nally reside in 
level 5, Midlands 1 Division, which was only one level 
below National League.

Midlands 1 status (level 5) was retained until 
02/03 with relegation back to Midlands 2 (level 6). It 
took Kenilworth four years to return to Midlands 1, as 
champions in 06/07, and season 08/09 saw the club’s 
best ever fi nish in level 5, ending up a very credible 
fourth. The club fi nished mid-table in 09/10 but not 
before a fi ght against relegation and the poor results 
continued into season 10/11 ended with relegation 
from National League 3, Midlands, (level 5) back to 
Midlands 1 west (level 6). This set back prompted the 
club to re-think it’s structure and aims at how the club 
was to return to the top level of junior rugby. However, 
another disappointing season in M1w saw further 
relegation to level 7, league M2 west south. Almost the 
same squad then enjoyed a highly successful season 
in 12/13, suffering only two defeats and resulting in 
a championship win and a return to level 6. Seasons 
13/14, 14/15 and 15/16 were ones of consolidation 
back in level 6. However, a poor 16/17 season when 

the squad suffered a lot of injuries saw us relegated 
back to Mids 2 west south, level 7 where we remained 
for two seasons. The arrival of Dave Ellis at the start 
of the 18/19 season resulted in the most successful 
season ever with the club winning the league with a 
record number of points and ending with a victory at 
Twickenham in the Intermediate Cup. This success 
prompted many awards both for individuals and the club.

The club owns the lease on 16 acres of land 
(affectionately known as ‘the Cow Patch’) on Glasshouse 
Lane, remote from the fi rst team pitch and clubhouse 
and where we have four pitches, one with fl oodlights. 
It was always the plan to sell the fi rst XV pitch and 
clubhouse site and move to this location but both 
sites have now come out of greenbelt and the club is 
now looking at a potential new site within Kenilworth. 

A feature of the club is its strong social side and 
the club bar has a full-time steward and is open six 
days of the week in season. 

The club has a successful Minis and Juniors 
Section which has provided a stream of players to 
our own and other senior sides. All levels are present 
throughout the minis and juniors section and it has 
grown dramatically over the past few years. The minis 
and juniors section achieved the RFU Seal of Approval 
in 2005 and in Nov 2012 this was extended to the whole 
club. A lot of hard work has recently been undertaken 
to combine both sections of the club and this has now 
been achieved. 

A big landmark in the history of Kenilworth took 
place in the summer of 2015 when a Ladies section was 
formed. After playing an initial season of non-league 
rugby they promptly won their league in 16/17 and 
17/18, as well as reaching a National Cup fi nal. They 
now play in level 3 of Women’s rugby.

Simmons (Mouldings) Ltd. 
Station Street West Business Park, 
Coventry, CV6 5BP 

Tel. 024 7663 7028 
Email  david@epoxyworktops.com 

Website  www.epoxyworktops.com 

A cosy and rustic bistro set in the picturesque Little Virginia 
amongst the thatched cottages and a stone’s throw from 
Kenilworth Castle. 

We serve fresh, locally sourced ingredients with fi ne wines and 
friendly, effi cient service.  

Displaying a tempting Specials Board, an à la carte menu and 
special offers available during the week and at lunch time.

We have a private dining room upstairs for special occasions that 
seats up to 30 guests.

Quote “KRFC” and receive a 20% discount off food for up to 
4 people if you order from the main menu or Specials Board 
Monday to Friday evening.

42 Castle Hill, Kenilworth, CV8 1NB
01926 852074 · www.harringtonsonthehill.com

Harringtons_Ad_2019.indd   1 10/07/2019   23:44:15
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Jim Angless
Steph Bailey
Richard Bennett
Paul Donaldson
David Evans
Keith Fairbrother
John Faulkner
Howard Field
David Hardy
Ian Harrison
David Hart
Paul Heathfi eld
Andrew Honess
Keith Jenkins
Rob Jones
Gary Kind
Chris Lowthian
Johnny Marsh
Adrian Marsh
Mike Molesworth
Andy Mordue
Darell Muffi tt
Michael O’Brien
Keith Payne
Tony Philpot
John Rattray
Danny Rawlins
David Renowden
Philip Rowberry
Jonathan Selby
Laurence Sibley
Alistair Smith
Anthony Sollis
Dean Stephenson
John Whittaker

Vice Presidents
HONORARY, LIFE & VICE PRESIDENT MEMBERS

Honorary Members
Rick Homer Dave Rankin
Life Members
J. D. Abbotts
Steve Abbotts
A. H. L. Babb
M. C. Bailey
N. P. Bailey
P. K. Bailey
G. N. Ballinger
Miles E. Barker-Davies
Paul Barrow
D.  Bellamy
Phil Bellamy
Cliff S. Bellerby
Mark Bennett
P. M. Best
Rob Blacklock
Simon Bladon
Mike Blakeman
Peter Blakeman
Elle Blakeman
Elizabeth Blakeman
Olivia Blakeman
Reg Blundell
M. J. Blythe
M. L. Bolton
Helga Bolton
Zoe J. Bolton
Ian Bowden
Roy Bowden
Peter Boyle
A. J. Bratby
Robert Bulow
Robin Cardwell
Dom Carrick
Mike Carrick
John P. Chambers
Colin Charvill
Adam Clifford
Brian J. Clifford
Martin J. Clifford
D. J. Coldrick

T. J. Critchlow
D. P. Davies
J. L. Davies
Douglas Day
Charles Depellette
Derek Depellette
Colin Dick
Bruce Doe
D. J. Elbourne
Chris Elgar
Brian Elliott
A.  English
Alan F. Fisher
Christine Forster-Le Voi
P. R. Gibson
John Gilbert
Moss Gold
John Gregory
Peter Hall
Iain M. Harper
D.  Harris
James R. Holbrook
Chris Holmes
Steve Horner
Tim Hunt
J. R. A. Jack
Gideon Jewel
Alan J. Johnson
Alan G. Jones
P. L Jones
C.  Kaye
Andy Kennel
David Kennel
S.  Kirk
Brian E. Le Voi
S. J. Lenton
M. A. H. Lewis
T. J. R. Lloyd
Peter Lynes
G. J. D. MacDonald

Daryl Marvelly
Jason Marvelly
Roger Marvelly
Rob T. McDaide
S. W. Morris
R. J. O’Connell
Steve Oliver
David B. Parry
J. N. Pearson
C. J. S. Pendle
D. M. Phillips
R. S. L. Pilbin
P.  Plumber
Terry Pope
Peter Poulton
Nicholas Prince
Adrian J. Prince
Jai Purewal
J. G. Raymond
Rob Rowan
C. R. Sellars
P. David Simmons
G.  Simpson
Dave Smith
Debbie Smith
Mike J. Springthorpe
M. P. Stansfi eld
Gary Stephens
Steve Sutherland
M. D. Taylor
Kes M. Teeling
Adam Turner
Colin Turner
Jim Turner
I. V. Watson
Robert Whalley
Mick Wheatley
Willie J. Whitesmith
Lucy C. Willats
D. N. Woodward

Honorary Vice Presidents
John Brennan
Brian Emmerson

Richard Fonge
Dave Hunt

Honorary Life Members
John L. Davies
David Duckham

John Harlow
H.N. Spencer

Lynne Whitehall

Wayne Morgan
Andrew Whiting

THE COMPLETE RANGE OF 
TECHNICAL TAPES & ADHESIVES

CONVERT TO INDASOL FOR
ALL YOUR BONDING 
REQUIREMENTS

For further information, samples and
a demonstration, please contact:

0121 556 9900

enquiry@indasol.co.uk

www.indasol.co.uk

C
O

.U
K

THE COMPLETE RANGE OF

NDASOL FOR
DING 
S

GIVE US 
A TRY...

MENS HAIR SALON
3 Warwick House, Station Road, Kenilworth.

Tel: 01926 512237
Mon - Thur: 8.45 - 5.30 · Friday: 8.45 - 6.15

Saturday: 8.30 - 4.30
Sunday Closed
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CONTACT LIST

Role Name Phone Email address

CHAIRMAN & SPONSORSHIP  Peter Blakeman   07710094245  chairman@kenilworthrugby.co.uk

VICE CHAIRMAN & TREASURER  Johnny Marsh  07867 190462  vicechairman@kenilworthrugby.co.uk

PRESIDENT & PROGRAMME 
EDITOR & TICKET INFO & WEB SITE  Willie Whitesmith 07715174723  president@kenilworthrugby.co.uk 

SECRETARY & 
FUNCTION ROOM HIRE  Pete Hall  07966086071  secretary@kenilworthrugby.co.uk  

MINIS & JUNIOR CHAIRMAN  Kerry Kirwan  kerry.kirwan@warwick.ac.uk 

GROUND  Bruce Doe  07595893825  brucedoe@btinternet.com

MEMBERSHIP  Paul Hendrick   Hendrick.krfc@virginmedia.com

DIRECTOR OF RUGBY Jai Purewal  07968135023  dor@kenilworthrugby.co.uk

1st XV MEN’S MANAGER &
REGISTRATION  Rich Allen  07437 003351  richkallen@hotmail.com

COACH  Dave Ellis  +33671193812  ellis.defence@btopenworld.com

2nd XV MANAGER  Andy McKenzie  07795485474  a.mckenzie1@sky.com

MEN’S 3RD/VETS XV ORGANISER  Rich Hall  07506 722452  richjhall@hotmail.co.uk

COLTS MANAGER  Peter Cox  07836 508907  petersrcox@gmail.com

COLTS COACHES  John Brain  07711 171830   johnnieBrain@gmail.com 
 Brian Armstrong  07947 731736  brianarmstrong500@yahoo.co.uk

WOMEN’S CHAIRWOMAN  Caz Spence  07790847162  ladies@kenilworthrugby.co.uk

WOMEN’S COACH  Rich Bennett  07793554516  richard.bennett1521@gmail.com

GIRLS TAG Emma Tombs   emmatombs@yahoo.co.uk

FIXTURE SECRETARY (MEN)  Graham Ballinger  07740683821  fi xtures@kenilworthrugby.co.uk    

FIXTURE SECRETARY (WOMEN)  Beth Woodward   bethjwoodward@gmail.com

COACHING CO-ORDINATORS  Mark Pepper (min)  07779 382382  m.pepper@hotmail.co.uk
 Richard Franklin (jun) 07932621209  richfranno@gmail.com 

REFEREES COORDINATOR  Simon Jevons   referees@kenilworthrugby.co.uk   

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER  Helena Allison Moore  07751872695  safeguardingkrfc@gmail.com 

200 CLUB  Roger Roberts  07966243112  200club@kenilworthrugby.co.uk  

STEWARD  Paul Phillips  07735270245  steward@kenilworthrugby.co.uk   

FORMER PLAYERS ASSOCIATION  Pete Boyle  07801914833  formerplayers@kenilworthrugby.co.uk    

MATCH REPORTS, PRESS OFFICER  
& COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER  Sophie Freestone  07729442930  s.e.l.freestone@hotmail.co.uk

VOLUNTEER CO-ORDINATOR  Serena Roberts  07764188040  communications@kenilworthrugby.co.uk

MOTOR CARAVANNERS/CAMPING  Willie Whitesmith  07715174723  president@kenilworthrugby.co.uk

Clarendon_Arms_2019.indd   1 11/07/2019   13:38:11



 Kenilworth Rugby Football Club 2019/20 1110 Kenilworth Rugby Football Club 2019/20

Dave Ellis arrived at the start of last season. He 
has coached (defence) at the highest level with France, 
Tonga and the All Blacks as well as at club level with 
Gloucester and London Irish and a number of French 
sides. Last season he guided us to a league title and an 
Intermediate Cup win at Twickenham. To quote Gareth 
Renowden “Give a man a fi sh and you feed him for a 
day; teach a man to fi sh and you feed him for a lifetime. 
Pay a player and you get one decent player; pay Dave 
Ellis and you get a team who win the league with games 
to spare (and a National Cup)”.

Rich Bennett coached 
Lichfi eld Ladies from 2008 to 
2019, spending the first two 
years as the 2nd Team Head 
Coach then progressing to 
Head Coach. The highest place 
Lichfi eld fi nished (in the England 
Women’s Premiership) was 2nd 
in 2017. In that year he had 7 England Internationals, 
3 Scottish internationals and 1 Welsh international in 
his team, including Emily Scarratt and Mo Hunt. RB 
has also coached at a regional level with the Midlands.

R i c h  A l l e n  i s  a 
former Kenilworth 1st XV 
Captain and has been with 
Kenilworth his entire rugby 
career, latterly taking an 
administration role with the 
Second XV.

Dai Davies, President 1990-96

developing fresh ideas
for a bright future 

Proud sponsors of Kenilworth Rugby Club

aja architects
AJA Architects have an established reputation in the successful provision

of architectural and development services across all the commercial
sectors, combining demonstrable experience with a fresh, innovative

approach to each project

AJA Architects LLP· 1170 Elliott Court· Herald Avenue
Coventry Business Park· Coventry· CV5 6UB
Tel 024 7625 3200· www.aja-architects.com

Rugby Coaching and Administrative Team 19/20

For the fi rst time in a while our Men have a settled 
coaching set up whilst Kenilworth Legend, Rich ‘RB’ 
Bennett has taken over the Women. John Brain & Peter 
Cox have progressed through with their successful 
Junior squad and now take over our Colts. Adam Turner 
has stood down as 1st XV Manager and he is replaced 
by Rich Allen.

Director of Rugby: Jai Purewal
Head Coach: Dave Ellis
Backs Coach: Will Maisey, former KRFC player 
and now Coventry RFC fl y half
Forwards Coach: George Oram, Coventry RFC 
second row
Men’s 1st XV Captain: Bobby Thompson
Men’s 1st XV Manager:  Rich Allen 
Men’s 2nd XV Captain: Raj Bahey
Men’s 2nd XV Manager: Andy MacKenzie
Women’s Head Coach: Rich Bennett
Assistant Coaches: Tony Timms and
Steve Haynes
Women’s 1st XV Captain: Becky Hill
Colts Management: Peter Cox & John Brain
Head Physiotherapist: Adam Williams, 
supported by Katie Brown and Lyndsey Hendrick
Club Touch Judges: Joss Selby and 
Yann Lawrence 

Dave Ellis

Dave Ellis & 
Jai Purewal
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MEMBERSHIP & REGISTRATION

Welcome to the new season from the membership 
team at Kenilworth RFC. Here we have laid out 
the key points of contact, guidelines for requesting 
or updating membership and the current list of 
membership schemes available. Please also note that 
our memberships include a great value season ticket 
option providing entry to 1st team home fi xtures. 

Key contacts:
Club Membership Secretary: 
Paul Hendrick - hendrick.krfc@virginmedia.com

M&J Membership Secretary: 
Sally Pepper - sally.pepper@hotmail.co.uk

Adult Male Player Registration: 
Rich Allen - richkallen@hotmail.com 

Adult Women’s Membership Secretary: 
Janine McCormiskey - Janinemccomiskey@hotmail.com                                                          

New members: Please go to the membership section 
of the KRFC website and click on the hyperlink within 
the new members section of the page which will take 
you to the RFU player registration system (GMS). Follow 
the instructions to register yourself and the details of 
any children who will be joining Kenilworth RFC. If you 
are registering a mini and junior player, ensure that at 
least one adult and all playing child members for the 
family are entered at the same time to ensure that the 
appropriate price discounts are applied.
See below a current listing of the membership schemes 
available for the new season together with pricing.

Existing members: You will be sent an automatic 
payment request by email at the start of the new 
season. If you wish to change your membership scheme 
(such as taking out the season ticket option) then please 
email Paul Hendrick or the appropriate membership 
secretary and they will be happy to assist.

I am sure that you can appreciate that timely payment 
of membership is important for the club – this seasons 
membership is due by the 1st October 2019. If payment 
has not been received by this date then the relevant 
team manager / lead coach will be informed and players 
will not be able to participate in fi xtures and training 
until the balance has been settled.
If you need to register an additional family member for 
the new season, please contact Sally Pepper - sally.
pepper@hotmail.co.uk and she will assist you.

Adult Memberships:
• Adult Player - £110
• Adult Student Player (Full time student only) - £55
• Adult Player Life Membership - £1,200
• Adult Non-Playing Member - £110
• Adult Non-Playing Member with Season Ticket (Vice
 President) - £135
• Adult Non-Playing Life Membership - £1,200

Mini & Junior Memberships:
• One Playing Child - £100
• Parent/Guardian Membership (Mandatory for M&J 

Player) - £0
• Parent/Guardian Season Ticket option - includes entry 

to all 1st team home games + £25 per adult
• Second Playing Child - £40
• Subsequent Playing Children - £10 each
There are both single annual payment and monthly 
direct debit options available. The Direct Debit 
option will have an £8 annual fee applied to cover 
administration costs.
Qualifi cation for student memberships and reduced 
subscription rates for any other reason will be 
determined at the discretion of the Senior Committee.

Paul Hendrick

U7’s actionBecky Hill, Warwickshire Cap



Encouraging 
physical activity 

and self confidence 
in little ones through 

the tool of rugby

www.didirugby.com    didirugbysouthwarwickshire

Kiri.bennett@didirugby.com tel:
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MEN’S ROLL OF HONOUR 2018/2019
First XV

Played 31, W29, L2: Pts for 1009, Agst 444

League position M2ws, 1st of 12

RFU Intermediate Cup Winners

Top Points Scorer, Ed Hannam 190 (21t, 32c, 7p)

Top Kicker, Ed Hannam, 85 (32c,7p) 

Top Try Scorer, Gaz Renowden (23)

Top Appearances, Gaz Renowden (30)

1st XV Player of the Year, Bobby Thompson

1st XV Players’ Player of the Year, Josh Fox

Coaches’ Player of the Year, Rhidian Booth

Second XV

Played 10, W9, L1: Pts for 395, Agst 146

Warwickshire League 1, 5th of 10

Warwickshire 2nd XV Shield winners

Top Scorer & Try Scorer & Kicker, Neil Sutherland 
(13t, 15c, 3p)

2nd XV Player of the Year, Neil Sutherland

Third XV/Pirates

Played 3, W2, L1: Pts for 119, Agst 108

Top Points Scorer, Andy Fox, 14 (2t, 2c)

Top Kicker, Chris Sibley, 6 (3c)

Top Try Scorers, Andy Fox, Luke Brown & James Catlin, 2

3rd XV Player of the Year, Simon Bladon 

Colts

Played 20, W12, L7, D1: Pts for 499, Agst 306

League Position, 4th of 7

Top Points Scorer, Henry Woods 75 (13t, 5c)

Top  Kicker, Dan Sibley, 21 (9c, 1p) 

Top Try Scorer, Henry Woods (13)

Forward of Year: Oz Chanz

Back of Year: Henry Woods

Coach’s’ Player of Year: Ben Hindson

Players  Player of Year: Ed Hinchcliffe

Awards

Jack Pilbin Clubman of the Year: Jai Purewal

Alex Wallis Award: Fin Gibson

Warwickshire U16 Cup winners - Kenilworth 

MOVING
SOON…?
…….a new way to buy and sell;
residential property in Kenilworth.

More than 30 years’ experience of 
successfully selling homes. 

More than 30 years’ experience of 
helping to find the right home for you 

Julie Philpot Residential is a unique Boutique agency providing discerning 
clients with an individual estate agency service in Kenilworth and Warwickshire.

At the helm is Julie, who has been successfully selling homes within this 
area for over 30 years. Julie has a proven pedigree and track record in 
achieving sales in this part of the world regardless of whatever external 
market conditions there may be!

I always prefer a conversation to an email, so please do pick up the phone and call me.

juliephilpot.co.uk

Call me on 01926 257540
or email on julie@juliephilpot.co.uk

Julie Philpot Residential is a trading name of Julie Philpot Limited Registration No. 11800181 Registered in England

Henry Woods

Neil Sutherland

Bobby Thompson

Jai Purewal
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Insight Services are 
proud to be associated 
with Kenilworth RFC

The Smart Choice 
for Professionals

Of r

www r r

Astrum are proud 
to be associated with 
Kenilworth RFC

Office Cleaning Services
The Smart Choice
for Professionals

www.astrumcommercialcleaning.co.uk

0121 693 1503

Player Games Tries Cons Pens Points Ave Pts
Ed Hannam 25 21 32 7 190 7.6
Gaz Renowden 30 23   115 3.8
Josh Emery 19 7 23 8 105 5.5
Bobby Thompson 29 19   95 3.3
Mikkel Andresen 19 12   60 3.2
Harry Abell 28 10 1  52 1.9
Alex Selby 26 3 14 3 52 2.0
Charlie Stevens 25 9   45 1.8
Sam Harrison 22 7   35 1.6
Ollie Burman 21 7   35 1.7
Neil Sutherland 5 2 9 1 31 6.2
Tom Naismith 19 4   20 1.1
Ollie Sharples 11 4   20 1.8
Rhidian Booth 21 3   15 0.7
Josh O’Brien 20 3   15 0.8
Nick Gerber 29 2   10 0.3
Tondi Mpambawashe 27 2   10 0.4
David Bromfi eld 25 2   10 0.4
Rhys Jones 16 2   10 0.6
Garrett Bell 13 2   10 0.8
Tom Clayton 6 2   10 1.7
Sam Williams 3 2   10 3.3
Josh Fox 19 1   5 0.3
Jack Read 17 1   5 0.3
Ed Rogers 6 1   5 0.8
Jake Byrne 6 1   5 0.8
Jack Rawlins 5 1   5 1.0
Chris Pemble 3 1   5 1.7
Dan Retter 1 1   5 5.0
Bryn Grantham 1  1 1 5 5.0
Dan Roberts 12    0 0.0
Raj Bahey 9    0 0.0
Mark Wylie 8    0 0.0
Fin Gibson 8    0 0.0
Adam Clifford 6    0 0.0
Jonny Openshaw 6    0 0.0
Andy McKenzie 5    0 0.0
Jai Purewal 5    0 0.0
Will Johnson 3    0 0.0
Marcus Andrew 3    0 0.0
Cory Joy 3    0 0.0
Adam Turner 3    0 0.0
Jimmy Middleton 3    0 0.0
Nick Collett 2    0 0.0
Tom Elliott 2    0 0.0
Stewart Freeman 1    0 0.0
Rob Poulter 1    0 0.0

MEN’S FIRST XV SCORERS & APPEARANCES 2018/19

Ed Hannam

Gaz Renowden

Sam Harrison

Tondi Mpambawashe
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Kenilworth Pirates Tour to Tunbridge Wells 
Fashionably late, long walks and sing songs

The Kenilworth Pirates embarked on their annual 
tour last season and made their fi rst ever visit to the 
Garden of England, the county of Kent. 

Our base was the attractive town of Royal 
Tunbridge Wells and our fi xture was against the home 
club’s 3rd XV / Veterans. As ever there seemed to be a 
fair sprinkling of youthful faces in the opposition ranks 
and after conceding a fl urry of long distance tries in the 
fi rst quarter the somewhat jetlagged Pirates feared 
the worst.

However this crack team of veteran tourists are 
nothing if not resilient and once it became clear that 
The Pirates had the edge in the set piece with Nick 
Collett and Si Bladon to the fore and their big ball 
carriers such as Drew Dingley, Paul Fountaine, Dom 
Carrick and Mark Powell had shaken off the excesses 
of the previous day/night then the gaps began to open 
for the backline to show their skills.

The Pirates scored some lovely tries with Pete 
Roberts, Chris Sibley and Jimmy Middleton scything 
through the home defence at will, ably marshalled by 
the wily Napolean Glyn Owen at Fly Half. Slowly the 
Pirates clawed back the defi cit despite leaking a couple 
more tries and as they entered the fi nal quarter the gap 
had narrowed to a couple of scores. After a herculean 
pushover against the head scored by one of the guest 
players from Westcombe Park who had been invited 
by Ian Bowden the Pirates were a converted score 
behind. Sadly it was not to be as the referee adjudged 
a fl oated pass from Pete Roberts to Chris Sibley to be 

forward and called for full time, much to the dignifi ed 
displeasure of the visiting squad!

The fi nal score was Tunbridge Wells 3rds/Vets XV 
48 - Kenilworth Pirates 41

The clubhouse were treated to the guitar playing 
of Andy Honess and toasts were made to our recently 
departed Pirates legend Chris Wheatley. The Parrot 
was awarded to Jimmy Middleton for various 
misdemeanours and the Prescott Paddle (man of the 
match) went to Simon “Mako” Bladon who carried more 
ball then in his previous 40 years of rugby and played 
the whole match at 61 years of age.

www.puritybrewing.com

Jimmy Middleton

A beer on arrival in Tunbridge Wells
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SIX NATIONS FIXTURES 2020
Round 1 - February 1-2

Wales v Italy Saturday 2.15pm

Ireland v Scotland Saturday 4.45pm

France v England Sunday 3pm

Round 2 - February 8-9

Ireland v Wales Saturday 2.15pm

Scotland v England Saturday 4.45pm

France v Italy Sunday 3pm

Round 3 - February 22-23

Italy v Scotland Saturday 2.15pm

Wales v France Saturday 4.45pm

England v Ireland Sunday 3pm

Round 4 - March 7-8

Ireland v Italy Saturday 2.15pm

England v Wales Saturday 4.45pm

Scotland v France Sunday 3pm

Round 5 - March 14

Wales v Scotland Saturday 2.15pm

Italy v England Saturday 4.45pm

France v Ireland Saturday 8pm

INTERNATIONAL TICKETS

The club rules are that only fully paid up Members, 
VP Members and Life Members can apply and 
receive International Tickets. Payment is required in 
advance and a refund given for tickets not received.

WARWICKSHIRE CUPS
Last year the Warwickshire Cup was “won” by 

Broadstreet when Newbold decided they did not wish 
to participate in the fi nal. Broadstreet completed the 
double by defeating Newbold in the fi nal of the Second 
XV Cup. Kenilworth competed in the Warwickshire 
Shield at both fi rst and second XV level. We reached 
the fi nal of both but lost to Earlsdon 10-12 in the 1st 
XV Shield but defeated Leamington 22-20 in the 2nd 
XV Competition.

This season the Warwickshire Cups have retained 
the same structure as previous seasons with levels 5 
& 6 playing for the ‘senior’ cup and levels 7&8 in the 
Warwickshire Shield. As we are now in level 6 it is 
the senior Warwickshire Cup we will be participating 
in, albeit against very few teams. This split has also 
been extended to the 2nd XV Warwickshire Cup. The 
dates are:
Warwickshire Cup (levels 5&6)
Semi-Final - Sunday 1st Sept - Broadstreet v 
Kenilworth
Final - Sunday 1st Dec - either Sutton Coldfi eld or 
Rugby Lions
Warwickshire 2nd XV Cup (levels 5&6)
Preliminary round - Sunday 8th Sept - Broadstreet 
v Sutton Coldfi eld
Semi-Final rounds - to be played on Sunday 22nd Sept
Final round - to be played on Sunday 10th Nov
National U18’s Cup (Colts)
Round 1- Oct 19/20
Round 2 - Nov 16/17
Round 3 - Jan 18/19

Round 4 - Feb 8/9
Round 5 - Mar 14/15
Semi-Final - Apr 28/29

Final - May 2/3

Raj Bahey: 2nd XV Captain
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Kenilworth RFC Golf Day
Colin Charvil scooped the 70th anniversary 

Spurgeon Cup while Tony Philpot, Paul Phillips, 
Andrew Clarke and Jacob Foster sneaked the inaugural 
Wheatley Trophy on countback from Bruce Nichol, John 
Loveridge, Dean Loveridge and Andy Pladdys. 

The annual golfi ng awards were presented by Mick 
‘Beaky’ Wheatley at Kenilworth Golf Club. He said: 
“Congratulations to all the winners. Chris and I fi rst 
competed in the Spurgeon Cup in 1972 and the closest 
I got to winning it was 1991. It’s still a great Rugby Club 
competition and establishing the Wheatley Trophy for 
teams is a fi tting tribute to Chris.”

Charvil harvested 41 points as twenty-four Rugby 
Club golfers waded through challenging weather 
conditions which were not ideal for sparkling golf. 
Charvil’s course management and deft touches saw 
him fi ve points clear of the fi eld by the close. He was 
the stand-out player on the day.

But the Wheatley Trophy, the team competition, 
was a nail-biting affair. Stephenson, Marsh, Lindsay 
and Pratt kept focus but entered the trees too often. 
Westrope, Carrick, Bromwich and Riley, despite their 
elegance, missed some fairways and fell away at the 
end. Charvil’s teammates, Pittaway, Moore and Lake 
were a tight tidy team but their overall short game was 
off the pace. Barry Langford’s band of brothers were just 

too slow and suffered from inconsistency.
The inaugural Wheatley Trophy team competition 

was settled with a superior back nine, Paul Phillips 
won nearest the pin (the only player to hit the green), 
and Harry Pratt’s monster drive of 327 yards on 15 was 
well ahead of his nearest rival, Matt Wilds 243 yards 
whack. Dean Stephenson was awarded a special prize 
because when a wheel fell off his trolley.

Sponsors for the day were Premier Student Halls 
and Andrew Whiting Wealth Management.

Next year the Kenilworth Golf Day (Spurgeon Cup 
& Wheatley Trophy) will be held on Friday 5 June 2020 
@ Kenilworth Golf Club. It is open to all members of 
Kenilworth Golf Club, and guests.

Adrian Marsh   

Individual Winner, Colin Charvill (centre)

Team Winners: Jacob Foster, Paul Foster & Andy Clarke
Coventry Construction Ltd, 
Torrington Avenue, Coventry, 
CV4 9AP

02476 464 484 
info@covcon.co.uk

Contact us:

STRUCTURAL • ARCHITECTURAL • ROOFING & CLADDING

WWW.COVCON.CO.UK

Established since 1961, Coventry Construction 
has an excellent reputation for the design 
and build across all industry sectors offering 
solutions in:

> Structural Steelwork

> Architectural Metalwork

Bespoke 
Envelope 
Solutions.
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Proud to be property advisors to Kenilworth Rugby Club

RETAIL/OFFICE/INDUSTRIAL AGENCY

DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANCY   

VALUATION   

RATING  

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT   

PROFESSIONAL    

For local knowledge and expertise contact: 

Bill Wareing

T: 01926 430700

E: bill.wareing@wareingandcompany.co.uk

www.wareingandcompany.co.uk 

Wareing & Company



Kenilworth 
Mini and Junior Rugby 

• Under 6s to Under 16s, Girls Tag 
 and Colts 
• Training and matches each week 
• Over 400 boys and girls
• RFU Qualified and DBS checked coaches
• Family events throughout the year 
• End of season age group awards 
• Opportunity to tour
• RFU seal of approval

www.kenilworthrugby.co.uk

Every Sunday at 10.30, September to May

Come and play rugby!
www.kenilworthrugby.co.uk

You’ll get a warm welcome at the Club and Cowpatch

Join · Volunteer · Sponsor 

•  Make new friends
•  Get fit
•  Learn new skills
•  Fun and safe    
 environment
•  Be part of one of the   
 largest M&J clubs in   
 the area
•  Great events for kids   
 (and parents too!)
•  Hallowe’en Party
•  Santa's Grotto
•  End of Season Festival
•  Carnival Float
•  And for the parents
•  Sporting Dinners
•  Pre-match lunches
•  Quiz nights
•  Christmas Ball
•  Club Dinner
•  Ladies Lunches 
•  …and much 
 more…

Why volunteer?Why join?

Why sponsor?

• This is YOUR Club
• Your skills and help   
 would be greatly   
 appreciated -    
 membership, float builds,  
 event organising etc.
• Just an hour or two a   
 week would really help
• Make new friends and   
 become part of the Club
• Help continue the success  
 of the M&J section

• Promote your business or   
 company to more than    
 1,000  members 
• We are one of  the leading   
 Clubs in the Midlands and   
 South Warwickshire 
• Packages from player    
 sponsorship, pitch side    
 boards to full team
• For further details please   
 contact Roger Roberts on   
 07966 243 112 email:   
commercial@kenilworthrugby.co.uk 
 or Peter Blakeman on    
 07710 094 245 email: 
peter@jonicengineering.co.uk

•  Christmas Ball
•  Club Dinner
•  Ladies Lunches 
•  …and muchhhhhhhhh   
 more…
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You’ve been dreaming about it for a long time and you want it 
to be just perfect!

The Riverside Glasshouse – Jephson Gardens
If you’re looking for a truly magical wedding venue and experience,  

we invite you to view the beautiful Riverside Glasshouse in Leamington Spa.  
Nestled in the stunning Jephson Gardens, offering spectacular views of the 

River Leam and with access to the tropical Temperate House for your wedding 
ceremony or evening entertainment, there’s no venue like it.

Your package includes a dedicated wedding planner, inspired menu design, 
the best produce and a highly skilled team both front and back of house.

 For more information and to discuss your special day  
please contact the Just Inspire team on

01926 935 051 
weddings@just-inspire.com | www.just-inspire.com

“To say we had the best wedding day ever is an understatement” 

“Nowhere better… we fell in love with this place as soon as we saw it” 

@RiversideGlasshouseEvents
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Kenilworth Women Celebrate Fifth Season 2018/19 Championship 2 League Results
Opposition Home (f-a) Scorers Away (f-a) Scorers
West Bridgford  17-24 Woodward, Henry 22-34 Spence, Howles, Henry, Glover
Bletchley 19-33 Howles, Woodward, Davie 21-52 Hill, Allison-Moore, Rendall
Lichfi eld Ladies II 20-50 Howles, Lewis, Straver, Glover 27-43 Hill, Foster, Henry, Rendall
Buckingham Swans 10-22 Howles, Baldwin 7-17 Woodward
Old Leamingtonians 38-12 Hill, Baldwin, Woodward, Henry 36-5 Howles, Henry, Glover
Birmingham Moseley 19-19 Howles, Lewis 17-36 Foster, Henry, Rendall
Wymondham Wasps 33-27 Spence, Henry, Rendall, Brown 17-20 Spence, Howles

Women’s 1st XV, 18/19 Season
Played 16, Won 4, Lost 11, Drawn 1

Points for 355, Points agst 465
Forward of the Year -  Sarah-Katy Davies
Back of the Year -  Felicity Baldwin
Most Improved -  Holly Glover
Coaches’ Player -  Rebecca Hill
Players’ Player -  Sarah-Katy Davies
Chairwoman’s Award -  Sarah-Katy Davies

Having started as a non-league team in 2015, our 
Women’s team will enter their fifth season together 
this year. Although the last four years have not been 
without their challenges, the section will maintain their 
place in the Championship Two Midlands league for 
2019/20 and are continuing to build their development 
side and girls section. 

It’s been a fantastic time, both for the Women and 
the club, and the team would like to thank everyone 
who’s helped them succeed and grow over the last 
four years.  

Second year in Championship Two
After winning promotion in the 2017/18 season, 

the Women faced a whole new challenge as they 
entered the third tier. With strong teams such as 
Lichfield Greens and Buckingham Swans, performing 
well in Championship Two meant the Women needed 
to increase their physicality and tactical knowledge. 

Despite some serious injuries at the beginning 
of the year and some mid-season alterations to the 
coaching setup, the Women managed to hold off local 
rivals Old Leamingtonians, securing victories in both 
matches. The Women also gained a 33-27 victory 
against sixth placed Wymondham Wasps at the 
beginning of the season, setting off a series of solid 
results, including a 7-17 loss against table-toppers 

Buckingham Swans and a tense 19-19 draw with a 
strong Birmingham Moseley side. 

Finishing the season just one point behind sixth 
place in the table, the Women were pleased to establish 
themselves with some good results across the year and 
are looking forward to what the new season will bring 
in this highly competitive league. 

New coaching team
With the many thanks of the team, Tim Burden 

stepped down from the Head Coach role in January. 
This led to a combined coaching effort of Steve Haynes, 
Tony Timms and Dave Ellis stepping forward to guide 
the Women through the second half of the season, a 
help which was very gratefully received. 

Looking to advance on the successes of last 
season, the Women are pleased to announce that 
their new Head Coach will be Richard “RB” Bennett. 
Having guided Lichfield Ladies through the Premiership, 
RB is also returning to his home club after previously 
coaching our men’s section. Welcome back RB, we can’t 
wait to start working with you in pre-season. 

Growing the squad
As well as continuing to grow our Development 

side, the Women marked a major step forward in the 
section with the establishment of a girls’ training side. 
Working with some of the Women on Wednesday 

nights, the U13s, U15s and U18s that came were put 
through their paces learning the ropes of the game. 

Many thanks to Siobhan Allison-Moore for her help 
with coaching the girls this season. Now on the hunt for 
a new set of coaches to guide a larger group of girls to 
a competitive level, the Women hope to continue the 
success of the Development side, with further growth, 
breadth and depth in the section. 

Looking forward
It’s been a fantastic journey over the last four years, 

with the section continually gaining momentum and 
developing its strength and skills across the League, 
Development and now Girls teams.

Kenilworth Women would like to take the 
opportunity to thank all of the continued sponsors and 
supporters of the section. We hope you will continue 
to show your fantastic support in what promises to be 
a very exciting fifth birthday year. 

The Women are celebrating their fi fth season together

Aisling Straver after the draw against 
Birmingham Moseley

Rebecca Lewis is one of 
this season’s top point scorers
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Unfortunately the squad suffered a high list of 
injuries with up to ten players sidelined at crucial times 
of the season. The squad however continued to show 
fantastic team spirit and determination with the season 
ending on a high with a terrifi c win against Nuneaton 
on the main club pitch

The end of season Presentation Dinner was 
attended by 80 people and the awards were:

Forward of the year:   OZ CHANT
Back of the year:         HENRY WOODS
Players’ player:              ED HINCHCLIFFE 
Player of the year:       BEN HINDSON
The colts season was once again exciting, eventful 

and continued to show what Colts rugby at Kenilworth 
is all about.  A lot of players are now moving up to senior 
rugby which is exciting for all concerned.

Thanks to Coaches Danny Rawlins, Chris Sibley and 
Lyndon Sinnet and all the best for the next season to 
all the new players joining Kenilworth Colts. The U16’s 
squad from last season now join in with the Junior Colts 
from last season. Coaching and management has been 
taken over by Peter Cox and John Brain.

Kenilworth Colts 2018/19

Andrew Whiting Wealth Consultancy LLP are delighted to sponsor 
Kenilworth Rugby Football Club. 

We provide an experienced wealth management service and offer specialist 
advice in a wide range of areas including:

• Investment planning
• Retirement planning

• Inheritance Tax planning

For further details contact Andrew Whiting on:

Tel: 0121 215 0926 · email: Andrew.Whiting@sjpp.co.uk
web: www.andrewwhiting.co.uk

“Advisers to the
independently
minded.”

024 7625 7481          WWW.SGDUK.COM          info@sgduk.com

                        Chartered Accountants & Chartered Tax Advisers

Tax Compliance

Inheritance Tax & 
Trusts

Financial Advice

Assurance & 
Accountancy

Business Start Up 
Services

Tax Consultancy

Probate & Estate 
Administration

Client Portal

accounting advice.

How can we help you?

question then call Emily or Vanisha on 024 7625 7481

The Colts squad of 30 players was strong with 
most of the players returning from the 2017/18 season. 
Expectations were high for a successful season with 
20 fi xtures and cup matches organised, and a few 
friendlies.

The squad benefi tted enormously from training on 
Tuesday nights alongside the 1st team coaching team of 
David Ellis, Will Maisey and George Oram. The benefi ts 
were clear to everyone with the team seeing notable 
victories against Broadstreet, Old Leamingtonians and 
Lutterworth.

Colts Squad 18/19 season

Colts who have came through from the U6’s!

Jonathan Brown & Danny Rawlings: 
Colts Management 18/19Dan Sibley
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Two/three bedroom, air-conditioned 
town-house for rent in Carvoeiro on 
the Algarve some forty five minutes 
drive from Faro airport and just to the 
east of Portimao. Check what 
Carvoeiro has to offer at 
www.carvoeiro.com.
The property comprises a fully fitted 
kitchen with washer, dishwasher etc, 
two bathrooms, two large bedrooms, 

one small box room, a lounge/dining 
room leading to a large terrace with 
brick built BBQ and views out to the 
sea. There is a shared pool.
It is situated some fifteen minutes 
walk from Carvoeiro town centre and 
beaches and is an ideal centre for a 
walking, golfing or beach holiday with 
lots of activities for kids (water parks, 
zoo marine park etc). 

Property to rent 
in Carvoeiro, Algarve

Information on dates and costs from:
Willie Whitesmith on 01926 859465 or w.whitesmith@sky.com

Visit: www.casacaracol.co.uk
Special rate for KRFC programme readers!

KRFC FIXTURE LIST 2019/20
 1st XV 2nd XV Colts Women (Sunday, 2pm)

1st Sept Broadstreet (a) - War Cup   

7th Sept Stourbridge Lions (h) Old Laurentian (a) Banbury (a) (Sunday) West Bridgford (h)

14th Sept Sutton Coldfi eld (a) War 2nd XV cup  Nuneaton (h) Bletchley (a)

21st Sept Whitchurch (h) Earlsdon (a) Old Leamingtonians (a) 

28th Sept Droitwich (a) Spartans (h) Barkers Butts (h) 

5th Oct Dudley Kingswinford (h) Old Silhillians (a)  Lichfi eld Green (h)

12th Oct Hereford (a) Leamington (h) Newbold (a) Buckingham Swans (h)

19th Oct Worcester Wanderers (h) Southam (a)  

26th Oct Kidderminster (h)   

2nd Nov    Bury Foxes (a)

9th Nov Lichfi eld (a) War 2nd XV Cup fi nal  

16th Nov Ludlow (h) Spartans (a)  Birmingham Moseley (h)

23rd Nov Newbold (a)  Berkswell & Balsall (a) Wymondham Wasps (a)

30th Nov War Cup Final (Sunday) Barkers Butts (h)  

7th Dec Old Halesonians (h) Earlsdon (h)  Bletchley (h)

14th Dec Stoke on Trent (a)   

21st Dec Sutton Coldfi eld( h) Shipston (a)  

28th Dec    

4th Jan Whitchurch (a)  Leamington (a) Lichfi eld Green (a)

11th Jan Droitwich (h) Old Silhillians (h)  Buckingham Swans (a)

18th Jan Dudley Kingswinford (a) Barkers Butts (a)  

25th Jan  Earsldon (h)  

1st Feb Hereford (h)   Bury Foxes (h)

8th Feb Worcester Wanderers (a) Old Laurentian (h)  

15th Feb Kidderminster (a)   

22nd Feb  Shipston (h)  Birmingham Moseley (a)

29th Feb Lichfi eld (h) Leamington (a)  Wymondham Wasps (h)

7th Mar Ludlow (a) Stratford (h)  

14th Mar    West Bridgford (a)

21st Mar Newbold (h)   

28th Mar Old Halesonians (a)   

4th Apr Stoke on Trent (h)   

11th Apr    

18th Apr Stourbridge Lions (a) Southam (h)

Please note that 3rd XV/Pirates games will be arranged during season.



Kenilworth Rugby Football Club, Glasshouse Lane, Kenilworth, Warwickshire CV8 2AJ

Contact: Paul Phillips, Club Steward 
Tel: 07735270245  email: steward@kenilworthrugby.co.uk

Well set out with its own private bar 

Capacity 80 dining, 100 buffet

Ideal for parties, birthdays and other celebrations 

Suitable for conferences and meetings 

Refurbished to a high quality

Ample car parking

Kitchen facility · Dance fl oor

FUNCTION ROOM
FOR HIRE

KRFC_FRA5.indd   1 14/08/2018   20:15:23

A LEAADDIINNNGGG MMIDDLANDS’ BASED
CCCOOMMMMERCIAL AGENCY

E./ agency@holtcommercial.co.uk  T./ 024 7655 5180
www.holtcommercial.co.uk

Head office - Holt Court 16 Warwick Row Coventry CV1 1EJ
Birmingham office - Victoria House 114-116 Colmore Row Birmingham B3 3BD



 Kenilworth Rugby Football Club 2019/20 4342 Kenilworth Rugby Football Club 2019/20

Kenilworth Minis & Juniors
KENILWORTH RFC U16 LIFT 

WARWICKSHIRE CUP
Kenilworth RFC’s outstanding list of achievements 

this season continued with the U16 side emphatically 
winning the Warwickshire Junior Cup against local 
rivals Barkers Butts RFC 59 – 5, following last years’ 
victory at U15 against Silhillians.

The team’s route to the fi nal saw victories against 
Rugby St Andrews and Barkers Butts in the Group 
stage before victories against Sutton Coldfi eld in the 
quarter fi nals and Silhillians in the semi-fi nal without 
conceding a point.

The fi nal was played before a large crowd with both 
teams well supported. The opening ten minutes saw 
both teams probing and testing the opposition defence 
with Kenilworth losing Dylan Hunter early in the game. 
Kenilworth’s pressure resulted in David Opoku-Fordjour 
fi nishing off a fl owing backs move to score the opening 
try in the corner, with Sam Peppitt kicking the extras. The 
opening try settled the Kenilworth boys and the pressure 
on Barkers defence intensifi ed resulting in a second try 
scored by forward, Max Brain, again Peppitt added the 
extras. Kenilworth, growing in confi dence, quickly added 
a third try, this time prop Asher Opoku-Fordjour crossing 
to score with Peppitt adding the extras. Barkers to their 
credit came back at Kenilworth and a couple of penalties 
saw them win a fi ve metres lineout leading to a rolling 
maul and a score in the corner, conversion missed. The 
game was then marred by a brawl that saw two Barkers 
players red carded and two Kenilworth players yellow 

carded and Harry Weaver off with concussion. The fi rst 
half fi nished 21-5. Kenilworth dominated the second half 
playing against thirteen and tries were run in by Josh 
Glover in the corner, conversion missed then Ardal Yallop 
with Peppitt adding the extras. Alex Bradbury fi nished 
a fl owing backs move to score with Peppitt adding the 
extras before, Max Brain and David Opoku-Fordjour 
both scored their second tries of the match with Peppitt 
adding the extras for both before Captain Alfi e Armstrong 
rounded off the match by scoring the fi nal unconverted 
try. An emphatic win and a great way for the boys to 
fi nish junior rugby as they transition to Colts next year.     

U13’s ON TOUR
The U13’s went on tour to Cardiff on the fi rst 

weekend of April. A group of 20 boys and parents 
travelled by coach to the Welsh capital and played 
two matches.

The fi rst match was against a tough side called 
Whitehead Steelers from Newport (home club of 
current  Welsh International Aaron Wainwright) who 
play ‘U14 rules’ so we had to adjust accordingly. Our 
boys were superb and despite a big second half fi ght 
back from the Steelers Kenilworth won 43-22.

After some fun in Cardiff Bay the group moved 
onto Ross on Wye and beat a dangerous and physical 
local side 69-19 – our organisation and experience 
showed against a team of boys who were quite new 
to the game. Plans are underway to host Steelers at 
Kenilworth next season. 

Dave Edwards

U12s TOUR AND WASPS LAND ROVER CUP 
CHAMPIONS!

With the boys moving up to ‘big school’ at the start 
of the season, we saw an increase in numbers to bolster 
our team and this continued throughout the season. It 
was also great to see most of the squad playing across 
both the fi rst and second teams at Kenilworth School 
with great success. We decided to take one last trip 
to the West Coast Rugby Rocks  Festival to try and 
bring back some silverware. A large squad of 24 with 
parents and siblings in tow, descended on Bude in North 
Cornwall on the Friday night and played their fi rst round 
of games at Bideford RFC the next day. The boys played 
some outstanding rugby and ended the day undefeated 
with our defence constantly pressurizing the opposition 
who rarely got into our half. An early night ensued 
back at base and Day 2 saw us win our 1/4r fi nal game 
against Midhurst RFC. This set up a tasty semi-fi nal 
against Towcestrians RFC. The majority of the game 
was played in the middle of the pitch with both sides 
making breaks before the opposing defence did their 
job. Our Player of the Tour, Jack Knight, put some great 
tackles in over the two days and whilst that semi-fi nal 
ended in a 1 try to nil defeat we held our heads high 
and the boys, without prompting, watched and cheered 
on a Towcestrians win in the fi nal. 

This team spirit has helped the U12’s become 
a formidable group of young boys and earlier in the 
season they set out to win the Wasps Land Rover Cup 
which they did in style. Having won this the year before 
with no prize or reward apart from the kudos of being 
undefeated throughout the win in this age group was 
richly deserved. Their prize was a trip to the Premiership 

Final at HQ on 1st June where they got to meet the 
England and Leicester legend, Martin Johnson, ahead 
of the Exeter v Saracens game and perform in the 
Parade of Champions at half time in front of over 80,000. 
What a fi tting end to a great season as the boys now 
graduate from Minis to Juniors. 

Roger Roberts

U16’s captain ALfi e Armstrong
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KRFC U11s Tour de France
Friday 4th January 

At 6:30am on a dark morning in January the 
Kenilworth RFC U11s boarded a bus to travel to 
France for their fi rst rugby tour abroad. The destination 
Montpellier Herault Rugby in the South of France.  
The journey was long and took in the very scenic M6 
conurbations of Birmingham and Stoke, while this 
wowed the children the adults slept on our way to 
Manchester Airport. Everything went smoothly, and no 
one unbelievably was challenged at security and we 
sailed on to the plane. To ensure we complied with club 
values we took our Chairman, he also very conveniently 
speaks French. 

The Montpellier club were fantastic hosts and 
started our weekend well by sending the fi rst team 
bus to pick us up from Carcassonne Airport. Once we 
had settled into our digs at the Montpellier Academy, 
we walked down to GGL Stadium where the group had 
a behind the scenes tour including the players gym, 
changing room and VIP area. After a long day travelling 
the group was hosted at the Montpellier club Brasserie 
for an evening meal and a libation or two. 

Saturday 5th 
Junior Fixture: Saturday was the big rugby 

day for us as we had a fixture against the junior 
Montpellier team in the morning and then attend the 

T14 Montpellier versus Lyon in the afternoon. The day 
started early with breakfast at the MHR Brasserie and 
then the club opened the club shop early for the retailers 
within the group. The MHR kit is made by Kappa and 
this went down well with the cool kid parents from 
the 80s. Duly fl eeced by the children the group went to 
the Montpellier training pitches adjacent to the main 
stadium to meet their junior U11 team.  The junior team 
welcomed us warmly with presents for the team and we 
reciprocated. Both teams warmed up together with the 
Montpellier coaches leading this prior to the game. As 
with all international fi xtures there should be anthems 
and the Montpellier group duly delivered, God Save 
the Queen and the Marseilles were played. The game 
was fast and open with some great rugby played, the 
Kenilworth players adapted really well to the 4G pitch, 
line-outs and non-English speaking referee, who was 
excellent. The KRFC U11s played some excellent rugby 
excelling with their running and passing game. While 
our hosts were excellent at the set piece, stripping the 
ball in contact and stealing the ball on the fl oor. After 
a ding-dong battle for over 40 minutes the game was 
called a draw.  This rugby spectacle was then followed 
by a lunch in the sunshine of the south of France 
prepared by the Montpellier parents. This excellent 
gesture was welcomed by the whole group as all the 

food and wine disappeared. Speeches were delivered 
and none other than our Chairman, Pierre Blakeman, 
delivered ours in French. 

T14 Fixture 
Following the fantastic start to the day the 

group were in great spirits when we attended the 
GGL stadium for the professional game. The bands 
and the supporters created a great atmosphere. The 
Montpellier U11s joined us at the game and we all sat 
in the same area. Unfortunately, Montpellier couldn’t 
give us the result we wanted but we certainly enjoyed 
the experience, some more than others. 

Late on Tour 
Our U11 Head Coach Rich Franklin spent 36 hours 

travelling to get on tour. This fantastic effort needs to 
be put into context of his stupidity of starting in Perth, 
Australia. He was both fi ned and recognised for his 
effort in tour court. 

Sunday 6th 
How do you follow such a great day? We do what 

all rugby sections do on Sunday morning we went 

training. We had a great fun session and as we were 
fi nishing, we noticed a group of Montpellier players 
gathering, once we found out they had a fi xture that 
afternoon we decided to support them. The standard 
of rugby between Montpellier U18s and Grenoble U18s 
was fantastic and helped along by sunshine and a beer 
or two. We retired to the city centre on the evening for 
a fi nal tour meal and a chance to see Montpellier and 
obligatory Irish Bar. The children and adults represented 
the club fantastically and this was made possible by 
Montpellier, a class act. We are all Montpellier fans 
now. Ici, ici. C’est Montpellier! 

On this tour weekend we were blessed by 4 days 
of sunshine, great hospitality and great friends!

J Jenkins

Game Action

Aaron Cruden Dads enjoying themsleves

Take Off
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Season 17/18 at Kenilworth RFC was, we thought 
“ok”, fi nishing 3rd in the league behind two very good 
sides and being losing fi nalists in both the Shield and 
2nd XV Shield. The squad was developing nicely under 
Player/Coach Chris Whitehead and everyone was 
looking forward to the new season. Coventry players 
Will Maisey and George Oram had agreed to assist 
Chris with the coaching. 

Then the bombshell - Chris unexpectedly resigned 
and with the new season looming we were without a 
Head Coach. We did have Jai Purewal as the Men’s 
Director of Rugby with Adam Turner as 1st XV Manager. 
Prior to the appointment of Chris in 2017, we had 
placed an advert on the RFU site seeking a Player/
Coach - crucially, this was never taken down!  Adam 
took a call from a “Mr Ellis” who asked if the position 
of coach at Kenilworth (as per the RFU site) was still 
available. Adam responded that we thought we had a 
South African secured. Dave responded, “I will send you 
my CV in case you think you can use me sometime”. 
The email came and Adam choked, then spoke to Jai. 
Must be a wind up they thought. Why would a guy with 
such a pedigree want to come and coach at Level 7? Jai 
spoke to Dave and it quickly became clear that Dave 
really did want to coach at Kenilworth and was excited 
about the prospect. He had even done his homework 
and told us why we had not been promoted the previous 

year. The South African never materialised and frantic 
discussions took place and all agreed it was such an 
opportunity (with Dave) that we could not pass up on. 
Dave’s fi rst session (for us to have a ‘look and see’) 
was the 30th August and he was in attendance for our 
fi nal pre-season game on the 1st Sept. He was well 
impressed with a 64-17 win over a Broadstreet XV. We 
had ourselves a new coach!

Our fi rst league game was away at Old Laurentian 
on the 8th but a potential disaster was looming with a 
large number of fi rst XV players not being available due 
to injury and holiday commitments. We wanted to start 
the season with a bang but it was a worried group of 
supporters who travelled to Rugby, fearing the worse. 

I had a chat with Dave during the warm-up for the 
OL’s game. He told me he had “yellow carded” Nick 
Gerber during lineout practise. I curiously asked why 
and he replied: “I want to see how they get on without 
him in the lineout”. This was typical of his style. Much 
to the amazement of the big travelling support, we won 
that fi rst league game at Old Laurentian, 34-16. Dave 
kept in the background, as he does.

The impact of the new coaching set-up was 
dramatic and, with the ‘missing’ returning from injury 
and holidays, a further three league wins followed to 
start the season in impressive style and claim top spot 
in the league. We then started our Intermediate Cup 

campaign with a close win, 24-22, over Wolverhampton. 
Excitement was building!

We then travelled to Earlsdon and the visiting 
supporters duly paid their £3. Much to the delight of 
Earlsdon, we lost the game, and our top spot, with a 
converted try in the dying minutes. In the league, we 
then went on an undefeated run to end up winners (by 
fourteen points) with a record number of points and 
a 100% winning home record. The critical statement 
game was at Kidderminster in mid-November. They had 
won all of their opening seven games and topped the 
league. The performance we put on was sensational 
and we never gave Kidderminster a sniff and silenced 
their big watching crowd with a 27-14 win to return 
to the top. Even Dave was impressed that the plan(s) 
he had come up with had been implemented superbly 
by the players. We remained at the top till the end of 
the season. 

Every game we played was recorded and analysed 
and Dave’s thoughts were given to the squad prior to the 
next game. (Quite a few players found themselves in the 
naughty seat during those video debriefs!) Crucial to his 
planning was obtaining video footage of our opposition. 
Dave was also keen to help others and following our 
win at Evesham, for example, he took their coaches to 
one side after the game and went through the video 
advising them how they could improve.

Our wonderful exploits in the Intermediate Cup 
have been documented elsewhere but following our 
win over Wolverhampton we then proceeded with 
wins over Stafford, an HWO over Market Rasen & 
Louth then a very decent away win at unbeaten Olney. 
This set us up for the two biggest games in our history, 
Kidderminster in the Midlands Final and then South 
Shields Westoe in the National Semi-fi nal for a place 
at Twickenham. Then there was the biggest game, 
Matson in the Intermediate Cup Final at Twickenham, 
a 32-26 win and a sensational day in front of close to 

2018/19 - A SEASON TO REMEMBER FOR KRFC 1000+ Kenilworth supporters.
The one downer for the end of season was our 

Shield Final defeat to Earlsdon. After wins over Old 
Laurentian and Spartans, we went into the fi nal on 
a Wednesday night, fi elding a much-changed side, 
only 72hrs after our gruelling win over Westoe in 
the Intermediate Cup, but lost 10-12, missing a very 
kickable penalty in the dying minutes. 

To compensate somewhat our Second XV had 
earlier secured the 2nd XV Shield with wins over Old 
Coventrians, Southam, Spartans and Leamington. Our 
U16’s defended their cup with a very big win over 
Barkers Butts.

Dave Ellis, and the rest of the coaches, said 
they would improve our defence and if you analyse 
the performance of all our teams this season this is 
where the big improvement has been made, the 1st 
XV conceding an average of 21 points during season 
17/18 but only 14 last season. 

I will conclude with a quote from Gaz Renowden 
and this, to my mind, sums everything up. It was in 
response to allegations that our success was down 
to paying players, which we most defi nitely are not! 

“Give a man a fi sh and you feed him for a day; 
teach a man to fi sh and you feed him for a lifetime. 

Pay a player and you get one decent player; 
pay Dave Ellis and you get a team who 
win the league with games to spare.”

Willie W

Mikkel scoring v Westoe

Gaz Renowden: 
250th appearnace 

v Leamington, 01/12/18

Kidderminster away
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